
Course Reading List for Societies and Cultures in Modern 
Europe 

 

Joseph Conrad. Under Western Eyes 

Mikhail Bulgakov. The Master and Margarita  

Czeslav Milosz. The Captive Mind  

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. The First Circle  

Mikhail Sholokov. The Fate of a Man 

Bogumil Hrabal. I Served the King of England 

Istvan Orkeny. The Toth Family  

Vera Imber. Maya 

Eugen Ionesco. The Lesson; The Rhinoceros  

Milan Kundera. The Unbearable Lightness of Being  

Vaclav Havel. The Power of the Powerless: Citizens against the State in 

Eastern Europe 

Matei Visniec: Body of Woman as Battlefield in the Bosnian War in Balkan 

Plots  

Caryl Churchill. The Mad Forest 

Alexandru Vlad. Raccourci  

Herta Mueller. The Land of Green Plums 

Secondary Readings for Research Paper 



  
Robert Cullen, Twilight of Empire. Inside the Crumbling Soviet Bloc 
David Remnick, Lenin’s Tomb 
Giles Whittell, Lambada Country. A Ride Across Eastern Europe  
Eva Hoffman, Exit into History  
Georgina Harding, In Another Europe 
Foucault, Michel. The History of Sexuality. Volume II. New York: 

Vintage Books, 1990. 
---. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage 

Books, 1995. 
---. “The Subject and Power”. In Kate Nash (Ed.) Readings in 

Contemporary Political Sociology. Oxford: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2000.  

Friedrich, Carl J. and Zbigniew K. Brzezinski. Totalitarian Dictatorship 
& Autocracy. New York: Frederick A. Praeger, Publishers, 
1966 

Grieder, Peter. “In Defence of Totalitarianism Theory as a Tool of 
Historical Scholarship.” Totalitarian Movements and Political 
Religions 8.3-4 (2007): 563-89 

 


